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ASOR Executive Committee Meeting (virtual) 

October 16, 2023, 3:00-4:00pm EDT 
Via Zoom 

 
 
Present: Emily Miller Bonney, Jane DeRose Evans, Lynn Dodd, Sheldon Fox, Sharon 
Herbert, Chuck Jones, Ann-Marie Knoblauch, Eric Meyers, Joe Seger, Andy Vaughn 
(non-voting) 
 
Guests: Marta Ostovich, Carol Meyers 
 
Absent: Susan Ackerman 
 

• The meeting was called to order at 3:05 PM 

• The committee went into Executive Session at 3:06 PM 

• The committee left Executive Session at 4:05 PM 
 

Jane moved. Emily seconded.  
BE IT RESOLVED that the ASOR Executive Committee supports the statement 
below (“ASOR’s Response to October 7 Events”) and the statement will be 
circulated to ASOR members.  
9 yeas, 0 nays, 0 abstentions 
 

Discussion: 

• The statement will be published on ASOR’s website, and will be linked at the 
next News@ASOR. The statement will also be posted on ASOR’s social media 

 
 

ASOR’S RESPONSE TO OCTOBER 7 EVENTS 

ASOR, the American Society for Overseas Research, condemns in the 
strongest possible terms Hamas’ vicious massacre of more than a 
thousand innocent non-combatant Israelis on Saturday, October 7, 2023. 
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ASOR is an organization that fosters a community of scholars across 
borders. Our mission is to initiate, encourage, and support research into, 
and public understanding of, the history and cultures of the Near East and 
wider Mediterranean world. ASOR is apolitical and has no religious 
affiliation. ASOR has a large and diverse membership that does not speak 
with one voice about world politics. 

We believe strongly that recent attacks by Hamas on Israeli civilians are 
not politics, but evil acts of terrorism. We agree and reaffirm with the 
President of the United States that Israel has the right and duty to protect 
its citizens. We also concur with a recent statement by President Biden 
that “the extreme elements of Hamas don’t represent all the Palestinian 
people.” 

We grieve deeply with our Israeli colleagues. We also recognize that there 
is great suffering in Gaza and among the Palestinian people. We are 
deeply concerned for the well-being of civilians on all sides of the crisis. It 
is our hope that all of us will recognize and respect our common humanity. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 4:21 PM 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Ann-Marie Knoblauch 
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