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2021 ANNUAL MEETING

PROGRAM-AT-A-GLANCE

QAsSor IN-PERSON (CHICAGO)

This schedule is current as of November 19, 2021. ASOR
anticipates numerous changes due to the ongoing pandemic.

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2021

7:00-8:15pm
(CST)

Welcome to the Annual Meeting and Plenary Address (Grand Ballroom)
Living with Legacies: ASOR Archaeo-activism and a Future for 21st Century Archaeology
Morag Kersel | DePaul University

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2021

8:20-10:25am
(CsT)

10:40am-12:45pm
(CsT)

12:45am-2:00pm
(CsT)

2:00-4:05pm
(CsT)

4:20-6:25pm
(CsT)

1A. Ancient Inscriptions (Continental A, Lobby Level)

1B. Archaeology of Egypt | (Continental B, Lobby Level)

1C. Art Historical Approaches to the Near East (Continental C, Lobby Level)

1D. Hellenistic Galilee: Between Phoenicia and the Hasmonean Kingdom (Waldorf, 3rd Floor)

1E. Archaeology of Islamic Society | (Astoria, 3rd Floor)

1F. Archaeology, Community, and Mentorship: Celebrating the Legacy of Bert and Sally de Vries (Marquette, 3rd Floor)

2B. Archaeology of Egypt Il (Continental B, Lobby Level)

2C. The Tell es-Safi/Gath Project after 25 Years | (Continental C, Lobby Level)

2D. New Directions in the Historical Geography of the Ancient Near East (Waldorf, 3rd Floor)

2E. New Realities? A Critical Approach to Recreating Objects for Examining and Presenting the Past (Workshop) (Astoria, 3rd Floor)
2F. From Paganism to Christianity: Transformation of Sacred Space in Sepphoris, the Galilee, and Beyond (Marquette, 3rd Floor)

Early Career Scholars’ Brown-Bag Lunch and Panel, Tiffany Earley-Spadoni, Presiding (Boulevard Room, 2nd Floor)

3A. Archaeology of Jordan (Continental A, Lobby Level)

3B. Theoretical and Anthropological Approaches to the Near East (Continental B, Lobby Level)
3C. The Tell es-Safi/Gath Project after 25 Years Il (Continental C, Lobby Level)

3D. Archaeology of the Near East: Bronze and Iron Ages (Waldorf, 3rd Floor)

3E. Archaeology of Arabia (Astoria, 3rd Floor)

3F. The Amorites: Culture, History, and Archaeology | (Marquette, 3rd Floor)

3G. Interdisciplinary Approaches to Seals, Sealing Practices, and Administration (Joliet, 3rd Floor)

4A. Museums and Social Justice (Continental A, Lobby Level)

4B. Theoretical and Anthropological Approaches to the Near East II: Levantine Entanglements (Workshop) (Continental B, Lobby
Level)

4C. The Tell es-Safi/Gath Project after 25 Years Ill (Continental C, Lobby Level)

4D. Archaeology and Biblical Studies (Waldorf, 3rd Floor)

4E. Technology in Archaeology: Recent Work in the Archaeological Sciences (Astoria, 3rd Floor)

4F. The Amorites: Culture, History, and Archaeology Il (Marquette, 3rd Floor)

4G. Stamp Seals from the Southern Levant (Workshop) (Joliet, 3rd Floor)

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2021

8:20-10:25am
(CST)

5A. Complexity Without Monumentality: Rethinking Nomads of the Biblical Period (Continental A, Lobby Level)
5B. Archaeology of Israel (Continental B, Lobby Level)

5C. Archaeology from Every Angle: Papers in Honor of Richard L. Zettler (Continental C, Lobby Level)

5D. Digital Archaeology and History | (Waldorf, 3rd Floor)

5E. The Archaeology of the Kurdistan Region of Iraq (Astoria, 3rd Floor)

5F. Preserving the Cultural Heritage of the Madaba Region of Jordan (Workshop) (Marquette, 3rd Floor)



10:40am-12:45pm  6A. State and Territory in the Ancient Near East: Mapping Relationships and Challenging Paradigms (Continental A, Lobby Level)

(CsT)

12:45-2:00pm
(CsT)

2:00-4:05pm
(CST)

4:20-6:25pm
(CST)

6B. Biblical Texts in Cultural Context (Continental B, Lobby Level)

6C. Archaeology of Lebanon (Continental C, Lobby Level)

6D. Digital Archaeology and History Il (Waldorf, 3rd Floor)

6E. Career Options for ASOR Members: The Academy and Beyond (Astoria, 3rd Floor)

ASOR Members’ Meeting, Sharon Herbert, Presiding (Waldorf Room, 3rd Floor)

7A. Archaeology of Cyprus | (Continental A, Lobby Level)

7B. Cultural Heritage: Preservation, Presentation, and Management | (Continental B, Lobby Level)
7C. Archaeology of the Southern Levant (Continental C, Lobby Level)

7D. Best Practices for Digital Scholarship (Workshop) (Waldorf, 3rd Floor)

7E. Reintegrating Africa in the Ancient World (Workshop) (Astoria, 3rd Floor)

8A. Archaeology of Cyprus Il (Continental A, Lobby Level)

8B. Cultural Heritage: Preservation, Presentation, and Management Il (Continental B, Lobby Level)

8C. History of Archaeology (Continental C, Lobby Level)

8D. The Great Experiment at Tell el-Hesi: Reflections from the Past and Visions for the Future (Waldorf, 3rd Floor)
8E. Archaeology and History of Feasting and Foodways (Astoria, 3rd Floor)

8F. Archaeology of Syria (Marquette, 3rd Floor)

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2021

8:20-10:25am
(CST)

10:40am-12:45pm
(CST)

12:45-2:00pm
(CsT)

2:00-4:05pm
(CsT)

4:20-6:25pm
(CST)

9A. The Secret Lives of Objects: Conservation Science, Technology, and Digital Humanities (Continental A, Lobby Level)

9B. Gender in the Ancient Near East (Continental B, Lobby Level)

9C. Navigating the “in Between”: Identifying a Career Trajectory in Academia for the Early Career Scholar (Workshop) (Continental
C, Lobby Level)

9D. Islamic Seas and Shores: Connecting the Medieval Maritime World (Waldorf, 3rd Floor)

10A. Archaeology of the Black Sea and the Caucasus (Continental A, Lobby Level)

10B. Approaches to Dress and the Body (Continental B, Lobby Level)

10C. Thinking, Speaking and Representing Animals in the Ancient Near East: New Perspectives from Texts and Images (Continental
C, Lobby Level)

10D. Landscapes of Settlement in the Ancient Near East (Waldorf, 3rd Floor)

10E. Prehistoric Archaeology (Astoria, 3rd Floor)

10F. Grand Challenges for Digital Research in Archaeology and Philology (Workshop) (Marquette, 3rd Floor)

Poster Session, Sarah Wenner, Presiding (Grand Ballroom Foyer, 2" Floor)

11A. Archaeology of Anatolia | (Continental A, Lobby Level)

11B. Persia and Arabia in Late Antiquity: Bridging the Ancient and Islamic | (Continental B, Lobby Level)
11C. Archaeology of the Near East and Video Games (Continental C, Lobby Level)

11D. Slaves, Prisoners, and Unfree Bodies in the Ancient Mediterranean World (Waldorf, 3rd Floor)
11E. Archaeology of the Near East: The Classical Periods (Astoria, 3rd Floor)

12A. Archaeology of Anatolia Il (Continental A, Lobby Level)

12B. Persia and Arabia in Late Antiquity: Bridging the Ancient and Islamic Il (Continental B, Lobby Level)
12C. New Directions in Ancient Literacy (Continental C, Lobby Level)

12D. Environmental Archaeology of the Ancient Near East (Waldorf, 3rd Floor)

12E. Archaeology of the Byzantine Near East (Astoria, 3rd Floor)

12F. Network Approaches to Near Eastern Archaeology and History (Marquette, 3rd Floor)
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WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2021
7:00pm-8:15pm (CST)

Plenary Address
Living with Legacies: ASOR Archaeo-activism and a Future for 21st
Century Archaeology
Morag Kersel
DePaul University

We, the members of ASOR, live with legacies. Nineteenth and
twentieth century fascination with the people and places related to
the Bible resulted in a more formalized archaeology and a series of
national cultural heritage laws, but also fostered an enduring western
interest in the region that often marginalized local participants. We live
with the legacy associated with these colonial and imperial origin
stories of archaeological practice and practitioners in the Eastern
Mediterranean. We also live with climate change, conflict,
development, economic insecurity, iconoclasm, looting, and pandemic,
factors that impact our investigation, interpretation, and protection of
the past in the present. Increased recognition of these legacies and
challenges has resulted in a more self-aware archaeology,
characterized in part by greater collaboration with local partners,
producing a less extractive and more inclusive archaeology. Every day,
I see the future of living with legacies and doing good in the eastern
Mediterranean in your collaborative fieldwork and publications, in the
archaeo-activism of your op-eds, social media posts, and TV
appearances. But our work is not done. Drawing upon ethnographic
and archaeological projects in Israel, Jordan, and Palestine, | will
examine the work we do (let’s be honest, archaeology is one big group
project, | do all of my work either with colleagues, students, and
collaborators or through the kindness of strangers), the good and the
sometimes not so good. | will demonstrate that ASOR archaeo-
activism does not demand overtly political or extreme methods,
advocating instead for a more nuanced approach to archaeology in
the 21st century. Change lies in the small things (and periods)
forgotten (Deetz 1977), in an archaeology that uses modern tools and
technologies as agents of activism, and in foregrounding local
engagement with sites and objects. Living with legacies takes an
unrelenting commitment to doing better and leaving a legacy of good.

IN-PERSON
ABSTRACTS

Schedule current as of Nov. 19, 2021. ASOR anticipates
numerous changes due to the ongoing pandemic.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2021
8:20am-10:25am (CST)

SESSION: 1A. Ancient Inscriptions

TheCryptic Inscription of Mount Zion, Jerusalem: Ritual and
Thenyms
David Hamidovic
University of Lausanne, Switzerland

During the excavations of Mount Zion, a cup bearing an inscription
was discovered in June 2009. S. Pfann published a first deciphering in
2010. | propose anew attempt at deciphering by studying the so-called
“cryptic” script. The preserved text and the archaeological context
provide a better understanding of the function of the artefact. A
performative ritual with the theonyms is at stake.

New Persian Period Aramaic and Phoenician Ostraca and Jar Labels
from the Swiss Institute’s Excavations of Syene, Egypt

James D. Moore

Humboldt Universitdt, Berlin, Germany

This paper reports on new Aramaic and Phoenician finds from the
excavations of Syene/Aswan conducted by the Schweizerisches Institut
fur Agyptische Bauforschung und Altertumskunde in Kairo under
Cornelius von Pilgrim. The paper presents circa 20 sherds, nearly all of
which come from the same find spot. The collection is important not
only for the growing corpus of Persian period finds from Syene, but
for their connections to the large corpus known from Elephantine.

The Circulation of the Storm-God’s Struggle with the Death-God
Motif in Ugarit and Babylonia
Ki-Eun Jang
Union Theological Seminary in the City of New York, USA

Unlike the motif of the storm-god’s battle against the sea-god which
shows a widespread distribution across the ancient Near East
(Tugendhaft 2017; Ayali-Darshan 2020), the scarce nature of the extant
evidence of the storm-god and the death-god motif prevents us from
tracking uninterrupted details of its transmission history. As such, the
Baal-Mot episode has been regarded as a unique piece of composition
within the Ugaritic corpus, and discussions were often confined to the
phenomenon of Baal’s descent to the underworld without explaining
particular themes centrally tied to the episode—such as the conflict
over divine kingship and the storm-god’s dwindled power under the
personified death. In this paper, | propose that the literary tradition of
the conflict between the storm-god and the god of death, as
preserved in the Baal-Mot episode, was shared by the later Akkadian
poetic composition, the Erra Epic, which depicts a clash between the
debilitated Marduk and the god of destruction and death, Erra. Like
Baal and Mot, the two divine figures in the Erra Epic, Marduk and
Erra—respectively representing the storm-god and the god of death—
are in conflict with each other over divine kingship. By identifying both



common and diverging points of the use of the motif of the storm-
god’s struggle with the death-god in the two mythic compositions, this
paper further considers the implication for the scribal activity of
llimilku and Kabti-ilani-Marduk, which attempted to incorporate a pre-
existing literary motif to serve their own scribal agendas.

The Fate of Vidranga, Once Again: The “Vidranga Passage” of TAD
A4.7-8 as Evidence for the Continued use of Hebrew in Fifth
Century Elephantine
Marshall A. Cunningham
The University of Chicago, Chicago, IL, USA

In this essay | explore an intriguing and as yet insufficiently
addressed linguistic phenomenon. In an Aramaic letter drafted in the
late 5th century B.C.E and later discovered among the Elephantine
papyri (TAD A4.7-8), there exists a sequence of verbs in the perfect
(or suffix) conjugation that narrates the fate of Vidranga, the local
Egyptian governor. This sequence has traditionally been understood as
an account of past and completed events—the typical and expected
function of these forms in Official Aramaic. Lindenberger (2001) and
more recently Granergd (2016), have argued that the sequence
actually expresses a wish for retribution yet to come—a curse. This
interpretation, which makes better sense within the context of the
letter and with a number of other known historical details, is based on
an appeal to the so-called “perfect of prayer” or “precative perfect” of
Biblical Hebrew. While their arguments are ultimately persuasive,
neither scholar has offered an explanation for how this use of the
perfect—otherwise unattested in Official Aramaic—has found its way
into TAD A4.7-8. Through an appeal to insights from diaspora theory
and contact linguistics, | argue that this unique occurrence of the
precative perfect in Official Aramaic is a byproduct of the continued
use of Hebrew among the Judeans of Elephantine. Although no
written Hebrew evidence has survived at the site, the appearance of
the precative perfect in TAD A4.7-8 indicates an effort to reproduce
the language within the multi-lingual context of Persian period
Elephantine.

Aramaisms in 1Qlsaa: Borrowing or Interference?
Noah D. van Renswoude
New York University, New York, NY, USA

The Aramaisms in 1Qlsa® have been labeled as borrowings. By using
the term borrowing, the linguistic situation created is one of elements
moving from the L2 (Aramaic) to the L1 (Hebrew). However, many
scholars have argued that Hebrew was no longer being spoken at that
time and just functioned in specific domains. Therefore, creating a
linguistic situation of L1 being Aramaic and L2 being Hebrew—the
opposite of how 1Qlsa® has been approached. The Aramaisms in
chapters 46, 47, and 48 of 1Qlsa® show a small number of lexical items,
but a much higher number of phonological and morphological items.
For example, weakening of gutturals, non-assimilation of the
preposition , 2/f/s/SC forms ending in -, 3/m/s suffix ~ ,and 2/m/s
forms endingin . A high degree of phonological and morphological
borrowing indicates the most intense language contact situation
(Thomason and Kaufman 1991). However, this contact situation is
difficult to explain when Hebrew is taken as a dead language.

By approaching Aramaisms through the lens of interference, L1
(Aramaic) aL2 (Hebrew), language contact theory provides a
framework that explains the quantity of morphological and
phonological Aramaisms within these chapters in a simpler way than as

regular borrowing or archaic Hebrew long forms. It thus offers insight
into the multilingual landscape of the scribe.

Some may say that this is only a matter of terminology, however the
terminology we use has a direct impact on how we approach our data
and the conclusions we draw.

SESSION: 1B. Archaeology of Egypt |

The Endeavor of the Red Sea
Douglas Inglis
Institute of Nautical Archaeology, College Station, TX, USA

The Pharaonic-era expeditions in the Red Sea represent an
extraordinary human endeavor. They required a massive technological
leap in nautical technology, the ability to exploit far-flung resource
procurement networks, and significant state organization.
Extraordinarily, we have evidence for every stage of the Red Sea
expeditions—from timber harvesting to mining, boatbuilding, ship
design, overland transport, harbors, voyages, return cargo, ship repair,
timber storage, recycling, and ultimately commemoration.

This paper will explore evidence for these stages, and the resulting
web of entangled interactions that made seafaring in the Red Sea
possible. While it is hard to assess the social impact of these
expeditions, it should not be overlooked. Like the Space Race in the
modern period, the Red Sea expeditions required massive investments
in infrastructure and manpower and led to advances in technology,
new expressions of power, and contributed to a revised sense of place
within the broader world. While these endeavors were categorically
different, it is useful to remember how transformations in technology
can deeply impact society, whether in the modern or ancient world.

The Hull Lines of the 1st Dynasty Abu Rawash Boat
Traci Lynn Andrews
Texas A&M University, College Station, Texas, USA

In 2012, a 15t Dynasty boat was found interred in the Abu Rawash
Cemetery M excavations. Archaeological evidence and carbon dating
has placed this boat in the reign of the Pharaoh Den. This makes it the
oldest of our extant Egyptian vessels. However, the boat was only
found with twelve preserved planks, which in their relative position to
the boat form the central section of the vessel. Using the
measurements and position of the planks, along with the dimensions
of its pit, a theatrical representation of the boat’s dimensions was
produced. With the comparisons to other Early Dynastic boat burial
evidence from Abydos and Saqqara, a schematic lines drawing was
then rendered to represent the curves and structure of the boat. Hull
lines provide a graphic description of the shapes of the hull and the
changes exhibited by the hull as the boat dimensions change along its
length. The lines provide a hypothesis to the reconstruction that can
then be extrapolated into 2D and 3D images. With uniformity in the
fundamentals of lines drawings, the Abu Rawash ship lines can then be
compared to the lines produced for the Khufu, Dashur, and Punt boats
to view the development of the Egyptian boat building tradition over
time.



Using Photogrammetry to Help Solve Ancient Riddles at the Karnak
Temple
Mark D. Janzen™, Terrence J. Nichols*?
'Louisiana College, Pineville, LA, USA. 2Lanier Center of Archaeology,
Nashville, TN, USA. 3Lipscomb University, Nashville, TN, USA

In contemporary archaeology, photogrammetry is a new medium
used as a tool to demonstrate finds and features and to produce plans
of a site. While 3D modeling and photo-orthomosaics remain the
popular uses of photogrammetry, these creations are by-products of
the original purpose of the program. Photogrammetry, properly, is the
science of making accurate measurements from photographs, using
the wavelength of light. In turning to archaeology, photogrammetry
can be used to measure the depth of inscriptions and reliefs in lieu of
the actual monument. In the work at the western exterior wall of the
Cour de la Cachette outside the Great Hypostyle Hall at the Temple of
Karnak in Luxor, Egypt, questions of the pharaonic authorship
surround several damaged and usurped cartouches present on the
north end of the wall. Scholars debate the number of usurpations in
the cartouches, which leads to questions regarding the authorship of
the wall. A specific application of photogrammetry can help to
determine the number of usurpations by measuring and comparing
the depth of the inscriptions. Photogrammetry was used to measure
the depths of the cartouches to determine that they are not deep
enough to have been usurped multiple times in comparison to other
inscriptions in the same space.

Quantifying Death: The Work Done and Made Possible by Creating
a Database for the Fag el-Gamous Cemetery

Kerry Muhlestein

Brigham Young University, Provo, UT, USA

Brigham Young University (BYU) has excavated at the Fag el-
Gamous cemetery and Seila Pyramid for over thirty years. During this
time, they have amassed a tremendous amount of data about burials.
Using this treasure trove of data for themselves, and making it
available for others, requires the creation of a database. For years the
BYU Egypt Excavation Team has been entering data from field books
and forms into an Arc GIS system that creates a 3D model of the
burials and allows for analysis of the correlation of certain burial traits.
The process has been useful, has yielded good results, and has been
slow.

This year the excavation team partnered with the Information
Systems Department in the Marriott School of Business. This
partnership has allowed for the synergy of two necessary types of
expertise to move the database forward in a meaningful way. It has
also allowed for the training of both archaeology and Information
Systems students.

This presentation will both demonstrate the capabilities of the
database and highlight the benefit of such interdisciplinary
cooperation. It will also preview the electronic database publication we
hope to soon make publicly available for all researchers.

Identifying Inequities in American Egyptology: Initial Results of the
Egyptology State of the Field Project

Anne Austin’, Stacy Davidson?, Emily Cole3, Jessica Johnson4, Sara
Orel5, Kathleen Sheppard®, Jason Silvestri?, Jennifer Thumé, Julia
Troche?, Clara Wright™

'University of Missouri-St. Louis, USA. 2Johnson County Community
College, USA. 3New York University-Abu Dhabi, UAE. 4University of

California-Berkeley, USA. 5Truman State, USA. ®Missouri University of
Science and Technology, USA. 7University of California - Berkeley, USA.
8Harvard University, USA. *Missouri State University, USA. °Bryn Mawr
College, USA

Following the protests against the murder of George Floyd in the
summer of 2020, many U.S. academics recognized the urgent need to
reform diversity and inclusion in our fields. However, within
Egyptology, basic questions still remain unknown: how many
Egyptologists are there in the United States? How much
representation do different groups have among current Egyptologists?
What barriers do underrepresented groups experience, and how do
we overcome those to have a more diverse field?

In order to address these questions, we began the Egyptology State
of the Field Project. This project includes both survey and interview
data aimed at identifying (1) the demographics of the field of
Egyptology and the inequities faced by underrepresented populations;
(2) roadblocks for graduate students and early career scholars on the
Egyptological job market; and (3) experiences with accessibility,
professional development, and completion/retention for graduate
students and early career scholars.

In February 2021, we launched our project by offering an online,
anonymous survey open to all self-identified current and former
Egyptologists in the United States. We collected data from over 200
individuals covering demographic, educational, and professional
information. In this paper, we present the initial results of the survey
by identifying the demographic makeup of U.S. Egyptology in terms of
age, race, ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, and religion. We also
present responses to questions about exclusion and discrimination in
order to evaluate how to improve diversity and inclusion in our field in
the future.

j.n€-firRk "Protect your face!”: Examining Politeness in the Pyramid
Texts
Brendan Hainline
University of Chicago, Chicago, IL, USA

The Pyramid Texts are a corpus of Old Egyptian ritual mortuary
texts that were inscribed on the walls of the royal burial chambers of
the late Fifth and Sixth Dynasties of the Old Kingdom (ca. 2375-2185
B.C.E.). Many of the ritual spells of this corpus are directly addressed
to one or more deity, whose assistance was believed to be required for
the deceased to safely and successfully reach the afterlife. Remarkably,
these texts also include spells that command or even threaten the
gods and other supernatural powers. Expressing this in the framework
of Politeness Theory, where ‘face’ refers to the public self-image of an
individual, these spells contain face-threatening acts. This talk will
demonstrate that, in order to mitigate these face-threatening acts, the
spells incorporated a number of politeness strategies to protect the
‘face’ of the gods. Additionally, the politeness of these strategies will
be highlighted by comparing spells addressing deities to other spells
where there was no concern for the addressee’s face and therefore
face-threatening acts did not need to be redressed—specifically, spells
warding off snakes and other harmful creatures. This talk will thereby
demonstrate ways that Politeness Theory can reveal pragmatic
information in ancient texts and help us to understand how ritual
utterances were crafted to facilitate positive and productive
interactions between the ancient Egyptians and their deities.



SESSION: 1C. Art Historical Approaches to the Near East

The Banquet Stele of Ashurnasirpal Il, Material Duration, and the
Experience of Temporality
Avary R. Taylor
Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, MD, USA

The so-called Banquet Stele of Ashurnasirpal Il is often studied for
its inscription, which concludes with a detailed account of the multi-
day celebration that took place during the Northwest Palace’s
inauguration. The emphasis on the inscription has led to two related
outcomes: first, the text is dissociated from the object; and second, a
“past”event—the banquet—is privileged over the ongoing, every day
“present”of the palace. The Stele’s polychronic nature and prominent
location in Room EA ensured its continuous engagement with the
palace’s inhabitants immediately after and beyond the events
commemorated, as well as beyond the reign of Ashurnasirpal. This
paper explores how the specificity of the text, the iconicity of the
image, the material assertiveness of the stone, and the vibrant
archaeological context of the Banquet Stele opened negotiations for
the banquet’s memory to be contested by human and non-human
forces. Ashurnasirpal’s iconic representation reveals nothing of the
extensive inscription’s content, allowing the image to adopt various
changing meanings through time. I argue that the iconic nature of the
king’s image shifts agency away from Ashurnasirpal as time
progressed. The image is almost identical to the iconic images used by
later Assyrian kings. As time passed beyond the reign of Ashurnasirpal,
the stele’s image hid the figure’s true identity, thus steadily obscuring
that it was Ashurnasirpal depicted on the very monument that
extensively details and promotes his actions as king.

Who’s that Girl?: An Investigation into the Woman in Pahery’s
Winemaking Scene
Morgan E. Moroney
Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, MD, USA

In the tomb of Pahery at el-Kab an unlabeled woman stands beneath
an arbor collecting grapes from the vines. Two men kneel on either
side, also harvesting. Winemaking is not an infrequent theme in
Egyptian elite tomb scenes—there are about 96 known examples
dating from the Old Kingdom through the Late Period. However, this
portrayal of a woman participating in the manufacturing of wine is
unusual. She might simply be a fellow worker or a remarkable artistic
choice, but her singular place suggests something further. We might
credit her presence as an expression of the matrilineal ties emphasized
in Pahery’s tomb. Within this tomb’s context, and moving beyond, she
might also highlight mythical and ritual significance subtly expressed,
but not yet fully explored, in early New Kingdom winemaking scenes.
Wine offering and winemaking scenes have been connected with
Osiris, Hathor, Renenutet, Shezmu, and the concepts of abundance
and rebirth. This paper examines how associations between Hathor,
other deities, and winemaking scenes in the early 18th Dynasty are
expressed through iconographic and stylistic changes in winemaking
scene types. By comparing Pahery’s winemaking depiction with earlier
and contemporary scenes and other wine-related imagery, particularly
marsh bowls, the meaning of these scenes is expanded to incorporate
associations with Hathoric myths and festivals and funerary rituals.
The development and changes in the style and iconography of
winemaking scenes are, too, connected with the increase in Hathoric

worship and festivals, and greater political and religious changes in the
early 18th Dynasty.

Rethinking the Other: Procession Scenes in the Royal Palace at
Khorsabad
Bianca Hand
Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, MD, USA

Scholarship on Neo-Assyrian art has often focused on comparing
the “other” to images of Assyrians, typically with the assumption that
they exist in a relationship of subordination to the dominant power.
This paper actively pushes against the assumption that the ideology of
the Neo-Assyrian empire was inherently successful simply because it
was present. Through the lens of postcolonial theory, this paper
explores the proliferation of procession scenes consisting of the
figural other, or figures iconographically distinct from royal, elite male
Assyrians, in the royal palace at Khorsabad. The scenes consist of
multiple, identically dressed non-Assyrian men carrying a standardized
set of objects, which include bowls, crowns that resemble city walls,
and full sacks carried over the shoulder, as they process towards the
king and crown prince. These men are identified iconographically as
non-Assyrian by their short beards and hair as well as their headgear,
which differs considerably from depictions of Assyrians. The inclusion
of a multitude of procession scenes in the royal palace is often
overlooked because of their apparent uniformity and lack of narrative
content. However, | argue that the standardization and repetition of
these figures belies an interpretation of subordination. Instead, their
almost integral presence in the relief program of the royal palace
suggests that these figures, and the objects they carry, hold
considerable power in sustaining the Neo-Assyrian empire.

The Earliest Dynastic Portrait: An Ivory Dwarf in the Ashmolean
(AN 1896-1908.E.298)
Paul Dambowic
Pratt Institute, Brooklyn, NY, USA

The history of Egyptian art includes a lineage of portraiture
beginning in the Early Dynastic period and continuing until the Roman
period with its hundreds of surviving mummy portraits from Fayum.
This study of a female dwarf in ivory, in the Ashmolean Museum, yields
evidence that this small figurine may indeed be the oldest surviving
representation of an individual portrait from Egypt. The figure itself
displays an elite status (despite its bowed legs and stunted growth)—
with coiffure, skirt, poise, and stance that demands respect. It is in the
details of the face, however, that the attempt at individual portraiture
is apparent. The modeling of the visage shows deep-set eyes below
heavy brows, and high cheekbones framing nostrils and a mouth in the
course of inhalation. One side of the lower lip turns down, and none of
the pairs of facial features (eyes, nostrils, brows, cheeks, cheekbones,
lips) is exactly symmetrical. This is a living, breathing portrait of an elite
woman, who may have commissioned her own portrait. The early
development of portraiture five thousand years ago was dependent on
a consideration of the anatomical and medical details of this subject.
The fact that she was a dwarf was not coincidental, but an essential
theme in the history of Egyptian archaeology. This study connects this
and other Early Dynastic examples with later instances of the depiction
of anatomical, medical, and surgical details in the development of the
art of Egyptian portraiture.



Pharaoh as Warrior: A Study of the Smiting Scenes of Ramesses |
from Beit el-Wali
Kenton F. Williams
Trinity Evangelical Divinity School, USA

One of the most significant and enduring images of the pharaoh is
his display of power and pre-eminence as a warrior smiting his
enemies. Numerous such scenes can be found adorning various
temples and monuments of ancient Egypt. This paper discusses in
particular the smiting scenes of Ramesses Il at Beit el-Wali. Scenes will
be examined both in terms of their ideological content, as well as
stylistically compared to other New Kingdom counterparts.

SESSION: 1D. Hellenistic Galilee: Between Phoenicia and the
Hasmonean Kingdom

Hellenistic Galilee, between Tyre and Jerusalem
Andrea M. Berlin
Boston University, Boston, MA, USA

From the sth through the 2nd centuries B.C.E., Tyrians and Judeans
both considered Galilee their territory. For Tyrians, authority was
derived from royal land allotments by the Achaemenids and
jurisdiction under the Seleucids. For Judeans, biblical narrative
conferred a sense of ownership. In these years, disagreement did not
lead to hostility; Tyrians chose not to use the region as a launch pad to
expand, and Judeans were too politically weak to assert a claim. This
changed in the mid-2nd century B.C.E., when Demetrios Il and Tryphon
each sought an alliance with the Hasmonean leaders, Jonathan and
Simon. Archaeological discoveries, placed in dialogue with a rendition
of events in 1 Macc, reveal a history more emotionally charged than
either type of evidence alone reflects. In the later 140s B.C.E., scores of
sites were deserted—although the author of 1 Macc describes only a
single battle between Jonathan and Demetrios at Kedesh. In so doing
he created a Joshua-like persona for Jonathan and linked Hasmonean
territorial interest in Galilee to the Israelite conquest narrative,
transforming felt geographic destiny into history. The result was a
renewed Judean claim to Galile—a claim that may have helped inspire
Judean migration northwards in the later 2nd and 1st centuries B.C.E.

Cosmopolitan Walls: Fragments of Hellenistic ‘Masonry’ Style from
Tel Kedesh, Israel
Shana D. O'Connell
Howard University, Washington, DC, USA

Walls clad with plaster molded and painted to resemble masonry
once decorated select rooms in a Hellenistic-era administrative center
at Tel Kedesh, Israel. Pigments used to color the plaster range from
typical reds, yellows, whites, and blacks to the more rarefied blue.
Artists sculpted and painted the plaster to create large, geometric
“courses” of drafted masonry, lozenge shapes, and even sections of
multicolored marble “breccia.” The presence of this colorful, three-
dimensional wall treatment at Kedesh confirms local tastes for a
cosmopolitan interior style that is preserved elsewhere at Tel Anfa and
Masada. Like the imitation masonry found at these sites, the fragments
from Kedesh were no doubt once a complete wall décor, which is
known today as “Masonry” or “First” Style. Thus, the frescoes from
Kedesh demonstrate the remarkable consistency of the Style and its
motifs, particularly brecciate marble. In a local context, the frescoes
also speak to the skilled craftsmanship of artists and the desire for
expensive decor in specific rooms of the administrative center. In this

presentation, | will discuss ongoing research on the frescoes—
including their style, technique, and possible reconstructions.

The Hellenistic Galilee Project
Uzi A. Leibner
The Hebrew University, Jerusalem, Israel

Historical sources regarding Hellenistic-period Galilee are few and
ambiguous and do not provide a clear picture of the ethnic identity of
its population. Also, our archaeological information on this period is
meager and comes mainly from sites on the boarders of Galilee. In the
early 1st century B.C.E,, at the latest, Galilee was already part of the
Hasmonean kingdom. However, the sources fail to inform us how and
when this happened and how the region became densely settled by
Jews.

The Hellenistic Galilee Project of the Institute of Archaeology at the
Hebrew University was initiated in an attempt to shed light on these
questions through an investigation of the material culture and
settlement dynamics in Hellenistic-period Galilee. This lecture will
explore new data from an archaeological survey and the recent, large
excavation of the key site of Khirbet el-‘Eika. The material culture of
the site points to close ties with the Phoenician coast. The site was
destroyed and abandoned around the mid-2nd century B.C.E., and the
survey results pointed to other sites across Galilee that were harmed
or abandoned in the same period. These data shed light on the identity
of the local population of the Galilee during the Hellenistic period and
the background of the Hasmonean takeover of the region.

Household Archeology in Khirbet el-’Eika: A Window to Hellenistic
Galilee

Hadass Shambadal', Débora Sandhaus?3

'The Hebrew University, Jerusalem, Israel. >Tel Aviv University, Tel Aviv,
Israel. 3The Israel Antiquity Authority, Israel

Khirbet el-Eika was settled for a short period of time and destroyed
and abandoned around the mid-2nd century B.C.E. Throughout most
of the site, only one occupation layer was identified. A rich assemblage
of artifacts was unearthed at the site, mainly of ceramic vessels and
metal implements—many of which were found in situ on floors of
structures.

In this lecture, using methods of Household Archeology and spatial
analysis, we present the site of Khirbet el-'Eika as a socioeconomic
unit. The distribution of the artifacts throughout the different
architectural units enables us to identify spaces in which different
activities took place, as well as the occupants’ interaction with their
immediate and farther removed surroundings.

The analysis sheds light not only on the occupants’ life at the site but
also on agricultural activities that took place in its surroundings and on
commercial ties with farther away sites and regions.

Hellenistic Period Fortifications in the Galilee: Rorvat Tefen as a
Case-Study
Roi Sabar
Hebrew University, Israel

This paper presents new research focusing on Hellenistic-period
fortifications in Galilee. The history of the region during the Hellenistic
period is far from being clear, and thus, archaeological data should be
carefully examined. Previous archaeological works revealed several
fortifications dating to the Hellenistic period in the region. A regional
study of these sites has the potential of shedding new light on the



history of Galilee during the Hellenistic period—particularly on
constitutive events.

The study includes several sites—most of which were previously
surveyed (though only a few were excavated). The sites are usually
situated on prominent hilltops, controlling topographical passageways.
The remains comprise of different layouts, sizes, building techniques,
and architectural components. Different approaches were raised to
interpret some of the sites, usually based on meager finds.

Rorvat Tefen was chosen as a key site for our study. The site was
never excavated, however, several surveys conducted at the site in the
past yielded intriguing finds and theories about the history and
functionality of the site. The primary aim of our excavation at Rorvat
Tefen was to provide substantial data to securely date its foundation
and occupation.

The finds allow us to date the fortress at Rorvat Tefen as a short-
lived, Late Hellenistic initiative. The unequivocal numismatic find
suggesting it was built by Alexander Jannaeus—the Hasmonean king—
in the last decade of his reign (ca. 85-76 B.C.E.). The finds enable a
unique glance into the material culture of the Hasmoneans in Galilee.

SESSION: 1E. Archaeology of Islamic Society |

Reoccupation Patterns in Middle Islamic Tall Hisban: Some
Preliminary Results

Nicolo Pini

Université libre de Bruxelles, Bruxelles, Belgium. Islamic Archaeology
Research Unit, Bonn, Germany

This paper aims to illustrate some preliminary results of the study of
reoccupation and reuse patterns at Tall Hisban, Jordan. Recent
investigations on the western slope of the site (Field O) unearthed a
series of clustered structures. One of the main goals became to
understand the spatial organization and extension of the complex and
to reconstruct its chronological development.

The diachronic evolution of the built environment is one core issue
that the investigations at Tall Hisban are pursuing to elucidate. More
precisely, a privileged focus is given to the study of the different ways
in which reoccupation of earlier structures can be attested at the site
and in its hinterland. The topic of reoccupation has been dealt with in
other chronological and geographical contexts—for instance, Late
Antique Rome—but a proper, systematic archaeological study is still
missing in the Islamic Middle East. Tall Hisban, in light of its long-
enduring occupation, offers a particularly rich and valid case study to
begin understanding reoccupation patterns and the large variability of
strategies. The first important element to consider is the impact the
new architecture had on earlier structures in the development of the
built environment in a certain phase of occupation—in this specific
case, the Middle Islamic village.

This type of analysis is crucial to understand not only the
architectural history of the site but also aspects directly related to the
society of the local communities—among which are socioeconomic
resilience strategies, know-how and technological knowledge, and
patronage.

The Rural Revival of Late Medieval Syria: A Case of Migration and
Return?

Bethany J. Walker

University of Bonn, Bonn, Germany

The resettlement of long-abandoned sites across Bilad al-Sham is
one of the most important demographic phenomena of the 13
century A.D. In general, the walls of houses still stood as well as
cisterns and reservoirs—though not maintained for centuries.
Reoccupation of these ruins was not gradual: it happened suddenly
and involved what appear to have been several family units. Roofs
were repaired, cisterns cleaned out and replastered, fields once again
cultivated, and agricultural terraces built to expand cultivation and
control water runoff. The functions of these buildings often
changed—uwith church ruins and other public buildings repurposed as
workshops or cemeteries, non-domestic structures reused as
farmhouses, and entire neighborhoods converted to gardens. While
archaeologists in Jordan, Israel, and Palestine have been documenting
this phenomenon for the last decade or so, the reasons for these
resettlements have not been explained.

This paper investigates the “return migration” of the early Mamluk
period through three means: the stratigraphic investigation of a
cluster of farmhouses of the period at Tall Hisban (pulling on the
cumulative results of several seasons of recent excavations and in
comparison to other sites excavated by the author), a GIS-based study
of site types and their distributions across southern Syria, and a
historical survey of the political and economic contexts of this
migration (pulled from largely unpublished documents related to land
sales and property disputes). The ultimate goal is to distinguish
between two possible scenarios—resettlement as a result of organic
growth under strong economic conditions and state-orchestrated
resettlement.

“Shahada Islam”? Material Approach to Religious Transformation in
Sudan

Artur Obtuski

University of Warsaw, Warsaw, Poland

At around 1364 C.E., Dongola, once the capital city of the kingdom of
Makuria, witnessed its abandonment by the royal court and migrations
of Islamic Arab tribes in the same century. There is scarce historical
data on the next two hundred years. Yet, at the beginning of the 16th
century, Dongola became an independent, thriving city-state
suspended between two major regional powers: the Ottomans in the
north and Funj Sultanate in the south.

The focal point of the analyses is urban space and households. The
presentation breaks away from the practice of archaeology of the
elites, which dominates research on Nile Valley cultures. It builds not
on the changes at the elite level, which are usually quick but often
superficial, but on the household level, which indicates the social
extent, depth, and intensity of transition. It discusses if and how the
urban layout and households mirror religious changes in the
community: the survival of Christian traditions and the encroachment
of Islam between 14th and 19th century.

The paper presents results of the “UMMA (Urban Metamorphosis of
the community of a Medieval African capital city)” project, which
received funding from the European Research Council (ERC) under
the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation program
(grant agreement No 759926).



New Evidence for Cultural Transition from Byzantine Zoara to
Islamic Zughar in Ghor as-Safi, Jordan

Konstantinos D. Politis

lonio University, Greece

Zoara/Zughar (modern Ghor as-Safiin Jordan), situated on the
south-eastern Dead Sea littoral in the soil-rich and well-watered alluvial
fan of the biblical Zared River (modern Wadi al-Hasa).

During the early Byzantine-Christian period (4th - 7th centuries A.D.)
it was the Seat of a Bishop in Palaestina Tertiarepresented at Nicaean
Councils and was known from Roman and Byzantine sources as an
important commercial metropolis based on agricultural products such
as wheat, dates and balsam. It also was said to exploit local sources of
copper ore, salt, bitumen and sulphur. The city is accurately located on
the 6th century A.D. mosaic floor map in Madaba (in modern Jordan),
in Al-ldris’s A.D. 1154 ‘map of the world’, on the 13th century Tabula
Peutingerianaand mentioned prominently in other ancient and
medieval texts.

Zoara/Zughar’s vibrant agricultural base continued during the
Abbasid and Ayyubid/Mamluk periods (9th - 14th centuries A.D.) in
Bilad ash-Sham when new products were introduced from central Asia
(particularly India) such as cotton, indigo, sorghum and most-
importantly, sugarcane. During this period, new farming practices were
also introduced into the region, such as improved irrigation systems
and trimestral crop rotation, augmenting agricultural productivity.
New animals were imported, such as Zebu cattle to till the fields.

From 1997 to 2019 intensive archaeological surveys and systematic
excavations were conducted in the Ghor as-Safi, bringing to light many
significant discoveries and through interdisciplinary research verified
ZoarafZughar was an important commercial hub during Byzantine and
Islamic times.

SESSION: 1F. Archaeology, Community, and Mentorship:
Celebrating the Legacy of Bert and Sally de Vries

Umm al-Jimals Castellum: The Civilian Transformation of a Military
Space

Elizabeth Osinga

The Umm al-Jimal Archaeological Project, USA

Although the castellumwas excavated in the early 1980s under the
direction of Bert de Vries, only preliminary findings were published in
subsequent decades. Yet the impact of military presence on a rural
community, especially from a social perspective, has peppered Bert de
Vries’ research over the years. This interest, along with the general
paucity of Roman fort publications in the region, spurred the re-
investigation of the copious records, photographs, memories, and
saved pottery from the castellum excavations in order to prepare the
material for publication.

The story of the castellumturned out to be less about its military
history and much more about its transformation, particularly in the
Late Byzantine period. Excavations did confirm a construction date in
the late 2nd/early 3rd century A.D., and helped to detail some of its
original architecture in contrast to later changes; however, the most
abundant and interesting evidence was found in barrack blocks where
several large bread ovens were unearthed (along with dense dumps).
The unusually large and diverse ceramic remnants found in association
with these dumps are testament to one of the most elusive economic
establishments: the rural marketplace.

Impact of Enhanced Tourism at the Umm el-Jimal Archaeological
Site on the Socio-Economic Development of the Local Community
Dana Soud ELFarraj

Umm el-Jimal Archaeological Project, Umm el-Jimal, Al-Mafraq, Jordan

Since 2014, Umm el-Jimal, the new 2021 Jordanian World Heritage
List candidate, has undergone tourism enhancement and site
development projects, led by Dr. Bert DeVries and the Umm el-Jimal
Archaeological Project. An important example is the Water Project
that continues work to preserve and reactivate the site’s ancient water
delivery and storage system.

This research, derived from the author’s MA thesis and initiated to
support community archaeology initiatives, documented different
types of development projects at Umm el-Jimal and analyzed the
residents’ responses to these changes over time through a two-stage
questionnaire survey in 2017 and 2019. Moreover, it is distinguished
from previous studies as it highlights residents’ attachment and
awareness, and analyzes the socio-economic impacts of the early
stages of tourism enhancement and development. This study
demonstrates that the reactions and evaluations of residents’ attitudes
and perceptions must be considered by decision-makers and
professionals when moving forward with tourism development. A
mixed methodology of quantitative and qualitative methods was used,
including a survey taken by Umm el-Jimal residents and field
observations over 24 months. Results were analyzed through the
Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS) software version 20
using the paired sample T-test and descriptive analysis. This paper
presents these results in detail and shows that tourism enhancement
has benefited Umm el-Jimal’s residents in both social and economic
dimensions. Howevers, it is vital to track tourism enhancement,
development, residents’ responses, and needs over time in order to
maximize benefits and minimize negative outcomes on the local
community.

A Paradigm for Local Ecclesiastical Architecture in Jordan:
Comparative Study of Three Churches at Umm el-Jimal

Mais Fahmi Haddad

Umm el-Jimal Archaeological Project, Umm el-Jimal, al-Mafraq, Jordan

This paper presents the results of the author’s MA thesis, which
explored the architecture of churches at Umm el-Jimal by focusing in
detail on three case-studies: the West Church, a freestanding building,
and the Julianos and Southwest Churches—both built into existing
domestic complexes, though only the latter is accessible from the
public streets. This research, part of a larger Churches Project
directed by Bert de Vries and the Umm el-Jimal Project team, aims to
study the site’s sixteen churches archaeologically, architecturally,
liturgically, and, perhaps most importantly, through a social lens.

After extensive literary and archaeological review, including personal
site visits to measure and document the churches, detailed
architectural content was presented for each church—with
architectural drawings of walls, floors, and other details, such as lintels
and inscriptions. New, accurate plans of the churches were also
produced, along with three-dimensional drawings of the current state
of the churches in 2019, which can be used to assess changes over
time. A key research interest was to explore the original state of the
churches, particularly the roofing methods, as these were not
preserved. Taking into account regional parallels and archaeological
evidence, three-dimensional renderings were produced to show the
methods and materials that would have been used to roof the



structures. Detailed renderings of the original state of the churches
show the architectural details lost to time.

This research produced an integrated comprehensive architectural
framework that may be used in future studies as the Churches Project
expands.

Mapping Umm al-Jimal, from the Princeton Expedition to the
Present
Darrell J. Rohl
Calvin University, Grand Rapids, MI, USA

In 1905, Howard Crosby Butler and the Princeton University
Archaeological Expedition to Syria visited Umm al-Jimal, producing the
first substantial plan of this ancient town’s surviving ruins. More than
60 years later, Bert de Vries established the Umm el-Jimal
Archaeological Project and began a systematic survey and targeted
stratigraphic excavation, adding more than 110 buildings to the known
plan for the main site and expanding knowledge of Nabataean and
Early Roman use of areas outside the Late Antique town walls. The
basic plan has, thus, been known since the 1970s, with incremental
changes deriving from subsequent periodic fieldwork. This paper
presents a narrative of how the site’s plan has developed over the past
120 years, focusing on particular researchers and their methods, the
knowledge acquired via these methods, and new insights being gained
from current digital mapping efforts and remote sensing data analysis.
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SESSION: 2B. Archaeology of Egypt II

Towards a Theory of Egypt’s God-Kings Chronology
Gary Greenberg
Author, New York, NY, USA

Ancient Egypt’s only known multi-dynasty chronologies, the Turin
Canon of Kings (ca. 12th century B.C.E.) and Manetho’s Aegyptiaca (ca.
3rd century B.C.E.), indicate that the 1st Dynasty was preceded by a
long list of god-kings with assigned lengths of reign. Unfortunately, the
Turin Canon papyrus is badly damaged in this section. Many of the god
names and lengths of reign are either damaged or missing. As to
Manetho, his original text is lost and what we know about this
chronology has survived in wildly inconsistent versions preserved by a
few Christian scribes several centuries later. These scholars took great
liberties with Manetho’s chronology, though they do explain why they
made many changes to what Manetho wrote.

This paper introduces the theory that behind these two
chronological texts stands a systematic unfolding of the Theban
Creation theology with lengths of reign based on solar, lunar, and
stellar cycles and that this data can be recovered by tracking error
patterns in the Manetho sources. As an introduction to the thesis, this
paper will focus on the Manetho texts and (1) outline several
arithmetic errors made by the scribes who passed on the manuscripts,
(2) demonstrate several interpretive errors by the redactors which led
to erroneous data being used in the various Manetho sources, and (3)
offer one major new insight as to what the redactors misunderstood,
which—when placed in context—will provide the key to unlocking the
chronological and sequential arrays and explain the various
inconsistencies in the Manetho sources.

Animal Butchery Technologies and Social Complexity in Old
Kingdom Egypt
Eleutério A. De Sousa®, Haskel Greenfield?
'Macquarie University, Sydney, NSW, Australia. 2University of Manitoba,
Winnipeg, MB, Canada

This study examines the role of metallurgy in complex societies
through the lens of Old Kingdom Egypt. Most knowledge of the spread
and adoption of copper-based metallurgy for daily life (quotidian)
activities has been long dependent on the survival of odd pieces of
bronze or copper metal objects—usually associated with mortuary
remains—in the archaeological record. It is therefore unwise to rely
the presence or absence of metal objects to understand the transition
from stone to metal-based technology for daily life activities. As a
result, other means of investigation need to be adopted. In the
neighboring southern Levant, we utilized microscopic butchering
marks on bones to determine if copper-based metallurgy was used for
quotidian activities. The results suggested that copper-based metal
only became widely used beginning in the Middle Bronze Age. Here, we
present recently collected zooarchaeological data to investigate
whether such metal was readily available to everyone or only to the
elite class of society of Old Kingdom Egypt. This is explored by the
examination of animal butchery marks from the Old Kingdom site of
Giza.

Ideology vs Reality: Social Class in Egyptian-Nubian Relations from
the Middle Kingdom through the Second Intermediate Period
Charlotte Rose
Independent Researcher, USA

A longstanding assumption in the field is Egypt’s largely xenophobic
relations to its neighbors, particularly with Nubians to the south.
Whereas scholarship has discussed royal Egyptian written sources
about Nubia and the integration of certain Nubian individuals in the
Egyptian official bureaucracy, the interactions of non-elite Egyptians
and Nubians has received less attention. This work examines Middle
Kingdom and Second Intermediate Period Egyptian-Nubian relations
among different social classes, using both textual and archaeological
data. Some central questions include—how everyday interactions
compared or contrasted with royal ideology and why, and what were
the dynamics between immigrants, military, and colonizers and the
local populations. Notably, some of the material culture of fertility and
birth, such as beds and nude female figurines, exhibited a cultural
connection between non-elite Egyptians and Nubians. The data thus
indicate more co-equal cultural interaction and mixture among regular
Egyptians and Nubians than the official ideology would suggest.

The Emergence of Egypt’s Southern City: Preliminary New Kingdom
Findings in the Mut Precinct
Michael R. Tritsch
Yale University, New Haven, CT, USA

Continuing work initiated by Elaine Sullivan in 2005, this paper
explores the archaeological excavation of Violaine Chauvet, located in
the rear of the Precinct to the Temple of Mut in Luxor (ancient
Thebes), Egypt, from 2018 to 2020. The Johns Hopkins University
Expedition unearthed New Kingdom domestic material, preliminarily
dated to the first half of the 18th Dynasty. The findings included a
considerable number of articulated, mainly red-painted, mud brick
features in close proximity to two column bases and a stone feature
consisting of pavers and a standing sandstone architectural element
with a cavetto cornice and torus roll. Originally interpreted as a small
neighborhood chapel, the nature of this domestic environment has
been revised based on new findings—more closely relating it to
“reception rooms” in houses at Amarna and Deir el-Medina. The
sandstone feature bears a striking likeness to a “divan,” and the
painted mud brick is consistent with niches and altars found in such
rooms, where the color red appears almost exclusively on door frames
and niches. However, the style of painting at Mut is distinctly unique.
These findings provide new insight into domestic life and religion prior
to the Amarna period and likely identify a local regional style in
domestic architecture, possibly speaking to the representativeness of
Deir el-Medina to other New Kingdom habitation sites.

Words of War: A Sociolinguistic Analysis of the Egyptian Military
Lexicon of Foreign Origin
Marwan Kilani
Freie Universitdt, Germany

The language of New Kingdom Egypt is characterized by a
remarkable number of loanwords. These foreign words cover multiple
semantic fields, including weaponry and military practices. The
presence of these words is not only linguistically intriguing but can
also be historically and socio-historically very informative. Words do
not simply move around randomly—rather specific social and cultural
mechanisms often shape and define when and how words are



borrowed from one linguistic community to another. Therefore, a
careful study of loanwords can reveal important clues about the
sociocultural context(s) of their borrowing—thus providing
information about the very relations existing between different
linguistic communities. The present paper starts from this theoretical
consideration by providing a fresh, new sociolinguistic look at the
foreign military lexicon attested in the Egyptian language of the New
Kingdom to determine when, why, and how Egyptians borrowed these
terms. The paper will first provide an overview of the relevant words,
focusing on the temporal frame of their attestations, their semantic
domains (weapons, practices, titles and functions), and their linguistic
background within Egyptian. These data will then be investigated from
a sociolinguistic perspective. The final goal is to understand if the
borrowing of these words could be correlated with sociocultural
phenomena—such as the transfer of knowledge within communities
of practice—or even with sociopolitical changes in the Egyptian
warfare related with the reorganization of the Egyptian state and of its
administrative structures during the transition from the 18th to the
19th Dynasty.

Motion Verbs and Power Balance in Ancient Egyptian Texts
Gaelle Chantrain
Yale University, New Haven, CT, USA. University of Liege, Liege,
Belgium

Repeated motions with shifts in the deictic center (back-and-forth
dynamics) have at least two main functions in structuring the
narrative: they highlight key-moments of the story and they also make
explicit the power balance between the different main protagonists, as
well as the evolution of these interactions. Centripetal motion (e.g. jy.t
“to come”) is usually associated with the position of relative inferiority
of the protagonists performing the action in respect to the other(s),
while centrifugal motion (e.g. Sm “to go,” hub “to send”) is a marker of
a position of superiority. In texts belonging to the ideological
discourse, the power balance is naturally pictured in favor of the
Egyptians—receiving respect and submission from the foreign
“enemies.” However, several counter examples of inverted dynamics
can be shown in fictional literary texts (e.g. Wenamun, Sinuhe) as well
as in wisdom texts, letters, and miscellanies. The study of motion verb
usage in interpersonal interactions thus offers a good complement to
the usage of dialogues in shaping the narrative structure.

NB: this study proposes a complement to the one proposed by Jean
Winand. They should ideally be considered as a diptych.

SESSION: 2C. The Tell es-Safi/Gath Project after 25 Years |

25 Years at Tell es-Safi/Gath: Where Has this Taken Us?
Aren M. Maeir
Bar-llan University, Ramat-Gan, Israel

In this paper, | will present and overview and assessment of the
contributions, insights and methodological and theoretical
developments that have come out of the quarter century of the Tell
es-Safi/Gath Archaeological Project. In particular, | will discuss how
new finds from various periods and cultures have changed our
understandings and various issues, how new methods were used
during the excavation project, and how new theoretical perspectives
were used in the interpretation of the archaeological remains.
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Households in the Early Bronze Age at Tell es-Safi/Gath
Shira Albaz
The Institute of Archaeology, Bar-llan University, Ramat-Gan, Israel

In this paper, | will present and discuss the Early Bronze Age
households from the residential neighborhood at Tell es-Safi/Gath and
based on this, discuss the characteristics of the domestic houses of
the Early Bronze Age Ill. This research is part of my doctoral
dissertation - ‘Everyday Life in a Local Neighborhood at an Ancient
Urban Settlement: Tell se-Safi/Gath in the Early Bronze Age as a Case
Study’, completed in 2019 at Bar-llan University, under the supervision
of Prof. Aren M. Maeir.

The research field of ‘Household Archeology” aims to reveal and
understand household activities and remains, in light of various finds
that have been exposed, and the nature of distribution in the various
activity areas. Here | will present an analysis of the assemblages
discovered and their contribution to understanding the nature of the
activities (functional analysis) that took place. The results of this
functional analysis is then employed in order to deduce various
aspects of human activity and the cultural character of the residents of
Tell es-Safi/Gath in particular and in the Early Bronze Age Ill in general.

I will focus on the three phases of E5 (E5a-c), as they represent the
most extensively excavated phases dating to the Early Bronze Age Ill at
Tell es-Safi/Gath. The analysis of these finds will aid in understanding
the nature of activities in various buildings, and in understanding their
cultural context, shedding light on a broader understanding of the
character and identity of the local population that lived at the site
during this period.

Population Dynamics in the Central and Southern Levant during
the 2nd and 1st Millennium BCE: Tell es-Safi and Beyond
Philipp W. Stockhammer?, Michal Feldman3, Michal Artzy4, Elisabetta
Boarettos, Stefanie Eisenmann?, Marina Faerman®, Aren M. Maeir?, lanir
Milevski®, Michael Schultz?, Patricia SmithS, Dmitry Yegorov®,
Choongwon Jeong'®, Johannes Krause?
'Ludwig Maximilian University, Munich, Germany. 2Max Planck Institute
for Evolutionary Anthropology, Leipzig, Germany. 3University of
Tlbingen, Germany. 4University of Haifa, Israel. SWeizmann Institute of
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In the past few years, archaeogenetic analyses have provided first
glimpses into population genetic interactions in the Central and
Southern Levant during the Bronze Age. Recently, genetic data
provided evidence for genetic input from southern Europe during the
Early Iron Age, which has been associated with the appearance of the
“Philistine” material culture in Ashkelon. However, such dynamics
during the 2nd and 1st millennia B.C.E. remain understudied due to
poor DNA preservation in the region, resulting in relatively small and
sporadic datasets. Larger datasets are needed to more fully capture
the complexity of human interactions and mobility during this time.
Now, we have generated a large dataset of ancient human genomes
from the Middle Bronze Age to Iron Age Levant. Among other, we
present new data for the Early Iron Age Southern Levant with 19
individuals from Tell es-Safi/Gath and Tel Erani. Through the analysis of
this new dataset, together with the previously published Early Iron Age
genomic data from Ashkelon, as well as with other contemporaneous
genomes, we are now able to present a better understanding of the




demographic events coinciding with the appearance of the “Philistine”
material culture.

Ancient Environment and Human Interaction: Interdisciplinary
Research - Tell es Safi/Gath

Oren Ackermann

Ariel University, Israel

An archaeological site is an integral part of its surrounding
landscape. This is one of the main novel interdisciplinary approaches in
the long-term environmental geoarchaeological project at Tell es
Safi/Gath (1999 - 2017). The site has interacted with its surrounding for
more than 6,000 years. In this site, the surrounding landscape units
have been studied, providing important information regarding the
ancient landscape, and interactions between climate, the environment,
and humans.

Among the effects of the environment on the site, it can be seen
that the location of the tell, and even its name, were determined by its
environmental conditions, topography, and water availability. Human
influence in the past also left its mark on the landscape of today, as
seen by the vegetation distribution, for example, of Sarcopoterium
spinosum (thorny burnet).

The results obtained regarding the human impact on erosion
processes revealed that when the site was occupied, erosion
processes were limited. After the site’s destruction, erosion and fill
processes increased significantly. It seems, therefore, that the effect of
human activity on erosion is higher in the period following site
abandonment; when the site is occupied, erosion is minimal, perhaps
as a result of human soil preservation activities.

The environs adjacent to the site are an excellent archive of natural
and human environmental history. As the environmental records are
the result of complex processes during a long period, interdisciplinary
research is essential in order to decipher its sequence, as revealed in
the project of Tell es Safi/Gath.

SESSION: 2E. New Directions in the Historical Geography of the
Ancient Near East

The Eastern Border between Manasseh and Ephraim and a New
Identification of Khirbet el-Marjame

Shay Bar

Haifa University, Haifa, Israel, Israel

Josh 16:6-7 describes the eastern border between Ephraim and
Manasseh: “And the border went out toward the sea to Michmethah
on the north side; And the border went about eastward unto Taanath
Shiloh, and passed by it on the east to Janohah; And it went down
from Janohah to Ataroth, and to Naarath, and came to Jericho, and
went out at Jordan.”

Scholars have attempted to identify the places mentioned (Taanath
Shiloh, Janohah, Ataroth, and Naarath). These proposals were mainly
based on available cartographical and textual evidence, while the
geographical, and especially the archaeological data were based on
limited sources.

Reevaluating the published archaeological data and a better
understanding of the topography of the region allows for a critical
assessment of earlier identifications and a new proposal for this
boundary. This proposal suggests that the eastern route of this
boundary parallels the main geological features of the region. The
easternmost location is Khirbet Tana el-Foga (Taanath Shiloh), located
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at the northeastern foot of the dominant Elevation Point 868 ridge.
From there, the border turns east-south-east along the foot of the
southern extension of this ridge, east of Khirbet Yanun (Janohah), and
continues south along the foot to Khirbet el-Marjame (Ataroth—a new
identification for this important Iron Age Il fortified city). It then runs
southeast—following the steep Wadi ‘Aujah canyon—to Khirbet ‘Aujah
el-Foga (Naarath) and continues southeast to Jericho.

Bethlehem and Netophah in Benjamin and the Purport of the List
of Returnees (Ez 2:2-35; Neh 7:25-38)

Aharon Tavger'?, Oded Lipschits'

'Tel Aviv University, Israel. ?Ariel University, Israel

The list of returnees, which appears twice in the book of Ezra and
Nehemiah, has been dealt with by many past scholars. Some have
perceived this list as describing historical realities of immigration into
Judah during the Persian period, of the boundaries of the province of
Yehud, or of Hasmonean period settlement. Others saw it as a
combination of various lists, which were gathered by the redactors for
literary and ideological purposes.

The majority of the toponyms that are mentioned in this list are
located inside the traditional Benjaminite inheritance. Exceptional sites
are Bethlehem, Netophah, Lod, Hadid, and Ono—all of which have
been identified out of Benjamin.

In this paper, we suggest identifying Bethlehem and Netophah, from
this list, at two sites within the western part of Benjamin—both of
which were apparently settled during the Persian period. Moreover, we
argue that the list of returnees, even if it consists of different lists,
reflects settlement processes that occurred in this region during the
early Persian period. Although most of the rural sites north and east of
Jerusalem ceased to exist following the Babylonian destruction of the
city, many sites remained intact during the Persian period—a time
when many additional new sites were erected in the western parts of
Benjamin and along the main road going towards Lydia. It seems that
this expansion westward, together with some wishful geographical
aspirations, inspired the redactors to insert Bethlehem and Netophah
and to also include Lod, Hadid, and Ono in the description of the
Benjaminite settlement.

A Tale of Two Swords in the Book of Samuel: The Geography of the
Demise of David’s Enemies
Chris McKinny
Gesher Media, USA

For millennia, readers of the Book of Samuel have been drawn to
the narrative of David’s dramatic rise to the throne of Israel (1 Samuel
16-2 Samuel 5). This paper will suggest a new geographical
interpretation, which may provide a key interpretive clue for
understanding the literary framework that the author/editor of Samuel
employed in conveying David’s eventual triumph over his foreign and
(un)friendly foes. Without giving too much away, | will question
traditional geographical understandings of 1 Samuel 31 in light of the
interpretation of the early excavations (Fisher, Rowe, and Fitzgerald)
of Beth-shean. | will also discuss a possible connection between the
narrative and the recently discovered (massive) early Iron Age
fortifications at Philistine Gath (Tell es-Safi). The conclusions of this
paper will not impact ongoing archaeological and historical questions
concerning the historicity of David’s “kingdom.” However, they will
demonstrate the importance of re-examining previous syntheses
between archaeology and the biblical text, as well as the need to



incorporate new archaeological discoveries into well-known ancient
dramas.

Visualizing the Tomb of The Royal Steward: The Preliminary Results
of The Mount of Olives Funerary Monuments Digital Survey
Matthew J. Suriano, Ming Hu
University of Maryland, USA

The Mount of Olives Funerary Monuments Digital Survey was
organized at the University of Maryland to study a small group of
monolithic tombs in Jerusalem’s Silwan Necropolis that date to the
late-Iron Age. This group includes the Tomb of the Royal Steward. In
1871, Charles Clermont-Ganneau removed two inscriptions from this
tomb, one of which is the Royal Steward Inscription, acquiring them on
behalf of the British Museum where they now reside. The virtual
project at UMD has begun the process of reconstructing the tomb and
reuniting the inscriptions with the tomb, virtually, through digital
modeling. The reconstruction effort covers three monolithic tombs,
including both the Tomb of the Royal Steward and the so-called Tomb
of Pharaoh’s Daughter, as well as their topographical setting on the
Mount of Olives. The project does not involve field work, but is based
on published plans, unpublished archival materials, and museum
artifacts. The models created through this project will allow scholars
to visualize the tombs and their inscriptions set within a landscape and
unencumbered by urban development. This paper will present the
preliminary results of our work, beginning with the analysis of maps
and historic photographs, and including the models created through
this initiative.

WORKSHOP: 2F. New Realities? A Critical Approach to Recreating
Objects for Examining and Presenting the Past

Reproducing the Past in Multiples: Shaping Past and Present
Narratives
Emily Miller Bonney
California State University, Fullerton, Fullerton, CA, USA

In this session, we reflect on reproduction as a way of thinking about
how people have engaged with materials and artifacts across time—
yet, in many respects, this is not a new consideration. In 1901, Sir
Arthur Evans, while excavating the site of the Palace at Knossos on
Crete, found fragments of a faience figurine—of which only the torso
and upper hips were preserved. The raised right hand of the figurine
appeared to hold a bit of cord. Twenty-five years later, in the wake of
significant restorations, the fragment emerged as the snake-wielding
votary of Evans’s Snake Goddess from the Temple repositories.
Though only designated as a votary, the figure has quickly superseded
the Goddess in power and prevalence and has become one of a half
dozen iconic images for the Bronze Age culture of Crete, the so-called
Minoans. Replicated in a broad array of media, including Barbie Dolls
and earrings, the figure even made an appearance at the opening
ceremonies of the Olympic Games in Athens and is a foundational icon
for various iterations of the goddess movement—such as the Ariadne
Institute. She has become the Snake Goddess in the popular
imagination. The journey of this fragment calls us to reflect on the
power of recreations to recast the past in both trivial and politically
significant ways. The figurine was deployed not only to comment on a
particular narrative of Minoan religion but was a device in tying Crete,
through Athens, as the foundation of western civilization.

Babylon’s domination over Southern Babylonia during the 18th
century B.C.

Baptiste Fiette

UMR 7192 (College de France), Paris, France

In 1763 BC, the troops of Hammu-rabi, king of Babylon (1792-1750
BC) conquered the kingdom of Larsa in southern Mesopotamia. A new
provincial administration has been established in this land, henceforth
called Yamutbal, with Babylonian dignitaries among high officials. The
provincial administrative structure is well documented by the letters
written by Hammu-rabi and his ministers to Sin-iddinam, the governor
of the province, and to Samas-hazir, the manager of the crown lands in
the Larsa area. These documents demonstrate the total control
exercised by the Palace of Babylon with regards to the management of
the human and natural resources of the Yamutbal province.

Has Babylon’s control over Southern Babylonia been abusive? Some
examples witness the exercise of power through violence or excessive
palatial control which may have been the cause of the revolts that
broke out during the reign of Samsu-iluna (1749-1712 BC). In addition,
the question arises as to whether intensive exploitation of agricultural
land caused salinisation of the soil and disruption of the hydraulic
system - and finally the abandonment of the main towns in the region.

Babylon’s domination of Southern Babylonia lasted for 25 years, but
it may have been the first historical example of excessive control of
this region, from which it did not recover for centuries.

Experimental Archaeology: Making a Good Impression
Kristine Garroway
Hebrew Union College, Los Angeles, CA, USA

The role of experimental archaeology can be beneficial in helping to
revive crafting practices of the past. It allows for replication,
reproduction, and recreation of items in various mediums. This paper
will examine a modern cylinder seal impression and trace its history
from creation to final product. Because of their small size, their
ubiquity at sites, and their relative ease of transportation, cylinder
seals are often found on the antiquities market. While some who buy
them are collectors, others are tourists who want a piece of the past.
Many battling the antiquities market say that education is a big key in
stopping the looting. Being able to learn how to create a cylinder seal
through experimental archaeology can help foster appreciation for the
craft, revive the practice of carving on hard stones/gemstones, bring
awareness to the high level of craftsmanship needed to create seals,
and train generations of scholars who can study and then pass on the
craft.

3D Modelling in Urban, Salvage Archaeology: Pros and Possible
Cons?
Celia Bergoffen
Fashion Institute of Technology, New York, NY, USA

Photographic 3D models using Agisoft or other programs have been
used to record successive stages of archaeological excavation as well
as to document standing historic buildings, among other applications.
A 3D model was used to record and, as it turned out, to preserve four
connected, subterranean brewery vaults, which were discovered in
Williamsburg, Brooklyn by a backhoe operator digging a trench for a
planned real estate development. The historical research and
archaeological investigation of the site were undertaken as a salvage
operation with limited time and resources. The vaults proved to be of
great historical significance on several scores: they were the oldest



datable structures of this kind known in New York City, they possessed
unique architectural features, and they were part of one of the first
breweries in Williamsburg to produce lager beer. In spite of their very
sturdy construction and perfect state of preservation, the developer
was allowed to fill three of the four vaults with concrete and bury the
fourth in the backyard with no provision for access. The creation of
the model was not a required component of the archaeological
assessment, but it has effectively taken the place of the building—
which has been destroyed—and now provides the only way of
experiencing and examining the structure three-dimensionally. It may
be worth considering whether future salvage excavations that uncover
significant architectural remains should be required to document their
findings this way. On the other hand, could 3D site modeling be used
by developers as an argument for not preserving the actual sites?

The Aura of the Digital Column of Constantine
Pelin Yoncaci Arslan
Middle East Technical University, Ankara, Turkey

As famously formulated in The Work of Art in The Age of
Mechanical Reproduction by Walter Benjamin, original artworks have
an inherent aura that especially represents and emphasizes the
importance of material authenticity. Hence, mechanical reproduction
skills dramatically cause the loss of such unique, “un-reproducible”
qualities. In the context of Benjamin’s materiality argument, dating
back to 1935, it is even more difficult to redefine a digitally
reconstructed object as a legitimate artifact that has values emerging
with virtual technologies. Today, cultural criticism has provoked a
binary discourse revolving around the originals and the copies—the
latter usually perceived as ephemeral, immaterial, and aura-less
surrogates. However, this study aims to demonstrate the potential for
a re-manifestation of authenticity in architecture through the
implementation of contemporary digital technologies of reproduction.
This claim has two fronts: 1) the profession of architecture is a
cumulative form of knowledge, which has relied on making copies, and
2) architectural reproductions are essential for the original to survive
beyond the conditions of its material presence. In order to illustrate
the critical role of digital reconstruction technologies in the field of
architecture, a 3D model of the 4th-century colossal Column of
Constantine from Constantinople/istanbul will be recreated within its
original (today lost) urban cityscape. Thereby, not only the historical
layers and meanings will be studied against today’s condition, but also
several methods to digitize, document, and contextualize architectural
objects will be exemplified while presenting and discussing the past.

SESSION: 2G. From Paganism to Christianity: Transformation of
Sacred Space in Sepphoris, the Galilee, and Beyond
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