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INTRODUCTION THE TEMPLE OF PTAH

Sacred grooves, also known as “pilgrim” or “temple” grooves, are intentional, long gouges, typically found along the walls of sacred Located on the northern edge of the Karnak
buildings or monuments, known not just from Egypt, but around the world. The grooves are evidence of prolonged, secondary Temple precinct, the main sandstone building of
engagement by visitors. The Egyptian grooves at Karnak Temple date as early as the New Kingdom (c. 1500 BCE), and persisted through the Ptah Temple dates to the reigns of

antiquity, continuing possibly until the recent past. The grooves remain enigmatic—their proposed functions range from the mundane, such [l Hatshepsut & Thutmose 111 (Dynasty 18). Five
as a way to make game pieces, to the sacred (Traunecker 1987; Kristensen 2015). There are easily 10,000 grooves upon the monuments in gateways (pylons) in front of the temple were
Thebes alone, making a comprehensive study neatly impossible. Instead, this study investigates the grooves found upon the modestly sized later added by Shabaka and Ptolemy I11, VI, and
Temple of Ptah at Karnak in order to assess the grooves’ spatial distribution and relationship to primary and secondary decoration, in an XII. The epigraphic study of the graffiti and

effort to better understand their utility. I am also seeking references to potentially productive cross-cultural patallels from antiquity. secondary inscriptions is being conducted by the
CFEETK, under the directorship of Elizabeth

Kiristensen, Troels Myrup. 2015. :_ummiammn, n%mﬂoﬁpo:n_ vnmmmomm m_w& 491& oODmevmo: of m.mn.nnn_ m_monﬁ in »D.Qmwﬁ m\.mﬁ# m:@ ooamavo.nmn.q yria. ?@,S,S.SS\.,\S\QS\ of Heritage Studies 21 no. .ﬁ 354-368. Frood and Christ OTT e Thi efs, utilizin g the
Traunecker, Claude. 1987. “Una pratica di magia popolare nei templi di Karnak.” In La Magia in Egitto ai Tempi dei Faraoni. Atti convegno internazio- nale di studi, Milano 29-31 Ottobre 1985. Edited by k
Alessandro Roccati, Alberto Siliotti, 221-242. Milan: Rassegna Internazionale di Cinematografia Archeologica, Arte e Natura Libri. archive of Claude Traunecker.
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DEFINING THE DATASET OBSERVATIONS CONCLUSIONS
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Temple of Ptah, Karnak
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Cluster 30+ grooves Figure 3: Grooves interacting with a graffito on the

Figure 2: Spatial distribution of sacred grooves north fagade of the main building, Temple of Ptah

Figure 1: Sacred grooves nearby the Temple
of Ptah at Karnak

size, and the later enshrinement of some particulatly fine scenes, suggest g g g
that graffiti were not condoned or considered sacrilegious. expression and/ot petceived apotropaic and medicinal effects.
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