Cypriot Art at The Ringling: A New Gallery

Most ancient art at The
Ringling once was held by
The Metropolitan Museum
of Art. The Metropolitan’s
first director, Luigi Palma
di Cesnola unearthed
many of the pieces on
Cyprus between 1865 and
1876. Some of the objects
were on display in New
York into the early 1900s.

The Ringling’s holdings of
ancient art include stone
and terracotta sculpture,
ceramics, glass, bronzes,
jewelry, and gems from the
Early Bronze Age to the
Roman period (ca. 2,500
BCE to 400 CE). At 3,500
pieces today, these form the
museum's largest collection.
About 2,300 of the objects

Limestone sculpture from the Cesnola collection on display at The are from CyPFUS.
Metropolitan Museum of Art, 1907 (Ringling SN28.1755 in second case Colossal male status head SN28: 55! said o be Tom Golgoi.

The John and Mable Ringling Museum of Art in Sarasota, Florida,
plans to install its first permanent gallery of ancient art in Gallery 12 in
2020 as part of a museum-wide gallery reinstallation project. Gallery
12 highlights the museum’s large collection of ancient Cypriot art.

Gallery 12 connects viewers with history (ancient and modern), aesthetics
(detail and abstraction), and art and experience (sanctuaries and tombs)
through thematic and contextualized displays, including digital content.
The centerpiece is a crowd of sculptures said to be from Golgoi, Cyprus.
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from left facing to the right) (courtesy The Metropolitan Museum of Art) Cyprus, on display in the Astor Library at The Ringling, 2000s
(courtesy The John and Mable Ringling Museum of Art)
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